Troy-Buchanan High School
Applied American Government
Rm. 105
Course Syllabus
Teacher – Mr. Scott Brown





Tutoring Schedule:
Contact Information:






M-F 7:00am-7:25am and 2:45pm-3:15pm

Troy-Buchanan High School





W 2:50pm-3:20pm
Attn: Scott Brown






Visit the Class Website:
1190 Old Cap Au Gris Road





http://www.mrbrowntbhs.weebly.com 
Troy, Missouri 63379






* All class documents can be accessed on 
Phone – (636) 462-5148, Ext. 22105




the class website.

Email – browns@troy.k12.mo.us 

Course Description:
This course is designed to develop student’s knowledge on how and why American Government was formed and how different forms of government work. Students will study the various forms of government. Further, students will thoroughly investigate democracy and all three branches of the U.S. Government. 

Course Outcomes:

U.S. Constitution/Missouri Constitution Test:

Students are required by the State of the Missouri to pass each the Missouri Constitution Test and U.S. Constitution Test. Each student will take a standardized test in the spring of the same year and must receive a minimum of a 70% on each exam in order to meet the state requirement. Students who do not pass the first time will receive remediation for each section they scored below 70%. Students will retake each section until they pass with 70% accuracy. 
End of Course Exam:
Students are required to take an End of Course Exam in American Government. The exam will be given in the spring. The EOC will account for 10% of the semester grade. Students are scored through the State of Missouri therefore results will take approximately 2 weeks. The goal of every student is to score Advanced or Proficient. Students will only take the test one time. Students will receive accommodations/modifications according to a student’s IEP. 

Required Materials:

Each will be required to bring their assigned textbook American Government, Pacemaker 2001, to each class. The textbook is provided by the Lincoln County R-3 School District, if the book is not turned in at the end of the school year or the end of a student’s term in the district, a fee of $75.00 will be charged to the student. 

Students will need to provide their own:

1. Writing Utensils

a. Pencils (preferably mechanical pencils, there is no pencil sharpener for the classroom)  

b. Pen

2. Notebook with paper (standard or college rule) (The notebook can be a binder this would be helpful in keeping organized.)
EXTRA CREDIT:

Students can receive 10 pts extra credit each quarter by bringing in one of the following items: a box of tissues, an air freshener, or a pack of pencils.
III. Student Expectations:
Please look at both the handouts on student expectations and Mr. Brown’s Classroom Management Policy. These are additional handouts given to the student in class while going over the course syllabus.

IV. Attendance Policy: 
In the case of a non-school sponsored absence (doctor’s appointment or sickness) students will have one day once the student returns to school to make up that assignment. 

In the case of a school sponsored absence the student needs to see me prior to leaving school to receive their assignment for the day or days. All work handed out during absence will be given to the students Ac. Lab Advisor or their Learning Strategies teacher. Refer to the attendance policy in the student handbook for Troy-Buchanan High School.  

V. Grading Policy and Student Progress:

A. Assessments: Students will be assessed through four categories: Tests, quizzes, homework/class work, and projects. Test performance is a direct relation to how well you comprehend the information used in the three assessment categories. If you perform well on quizzes and projects and you complete your homework and class work you will see positive results on your tests. 

B. Composing Students Grade: Students will be graded based on the four different assessment categories all being weighted differently adding up to 100% for each quarter separately. The semester grade will be composed of the two separate quarter grades and the semester exam which accounts for 10% of the student’s final grade. The following are the categories and percent each is worth (which accounts for 80% of a student’s semester grade): Tests = 50%, Projects = 25%, Homework = 15% and Quizzes = 10%. The semester grade will also include a Final = 20% of the semester total.
C. Grading System: Grades are given as follows –

A 
95-100

B-
80-82

D+
67-69

A-
90-94

C+
77-79

D
63-66

B+
86-89

C
73-76

D-
60-62

B
83-85

C-
70-72

F
0-59

D. Progress Reports: All students will receive a progress report at mid-quarter of each of the four quarters in the academic year. Students are encouraged in Ac. Lab to check their class grade book frequently.  An update on absences will also be listed in the progress report. A student or guardian can request a progress report at any time during the school year. Parents are encouraged to set up the parent portal in SISK to monitor their students progress. Refer to my contact information or request in person during class time. 
E. Late Work Policy: Assignments will be reduced 30% if not turned-in on the date assigned by the teacher (unless a student has extended time in their IEP). Students will have until the Friday before the mid-quarter progress report to turn-in any missing or late assignments. If assignments are not turned-in by the Friday deadline no missing or late assignments will be accepted for that three-week grading period. A student’s grade will be entered in as a 0 until it is completed. 
F. Tutoring: Before and after school tutoring is available for any student needing to make up quizzes and tests or is behind and needs to catch up. Refer to tutoring times at the top of the front page. All tests and quizzes will be modified according to students IEP. The student will need to arrange a time with the teacher before, after, or during Ac. Lab. 

VI. Individual Educational Accommodations: 

All students will be treated fairly and be given every opportunity to succeed in this class. The Response to intervention framework will be used in the classroom to monitor student’s progress. If student’s become at-risk of not receiving credit parents will be notified and meeting will be scheduled. Students who need individual attention should have notified the building counselor and special education coordinator at the time of enrollment.  If the student has an IEP or placed on an IEP it is my duty as the teacher to fully accommodate that individual and give them all the resources needed to give them a valuable learning experience.    

VII. Safety Procedures:
Procedures are posted by the door in the classroom. Students will be made aware of each procedure and will be prepared for each instance.  

STUDENT/PARENT/TEACHER AGREEMENT
Name of Student (Print): _____________________________

Name of Parent(s) or Guardian(s) (Print): _____________________________

I, (Student, Print) ________________________ have read the above course syllabus, student expectations, and Mr. Brown’s Classroom Management Policy for Applied American Government at Troy-Buchanan High School.  By signing this agreement I pledge to uphold the guidelines for the course and understand the consequences I may receive if violating any class or school policies. I will also keep my parent(s) or guardian(s) informed of my progress in the class.

Signature (Student) _________________________________, Date: ______________

I, (Parent, Print) _____________________________ have read the above course syllabus and both handouts on student expectations and Mr. Brown’s Classroom Management Policy for Applied American Government at Troy-Buchanan High School.  By signing this agreement I understand the requirements asked of my student and assist my student in fulfilling these requirements.  I will also encourage my student to keep me informed of the progress in the course.

Signature (Parent) ___________________________________, Date: ______________

* THIS IS DUE NEXT CLASS PERIOD* 
TURN-IN to the “Wire Tray” at  the front table before the tardy bell rings.
1

