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Block: _____________

American Government

Ch. 3 Vocabulary List


1. popular sovereignty: the political principle that people are the source of all governmental power and that government requires the consent of the governed 

2. limited government: 
3. constitutionalism: the idea that government must be conducted according to constitutional principles

4. rule of law: 

5. separation of powers: the principle that each of the basic powers of government—executive, legislative, and judicial—should be wielded by an independent branch of government

6. checks and balances: 
7. veto: to reject an act of Congress

8. judicial review: 
9. unconstitutional: in violation of a provision of the Constitution, and therefore illegal and of no effect

10. federalism: 
11. amendment: a change to the written words of the Constitution

12. ratification: 

13. formal amendment: one of four ways to change or add to the written language of the Constitution

14. Bill of Rights: the name given to the first ten amendments to the Constitution, which guarantee many basic freedoms; all ten amendments were ratified in 1791

15. executive agreement: 

16. treaty: 

17. electoral college: the body of electors that makes the formal selection of the President

18. Cabinet: 

19. senatorial courtesy: the Senate custom of refusing to approve any presidential appointee unless that person has the support of all Senators from the appointee’s home state who belong to the same party as the President
